
8/18 - God as Our Gracious Redeemer

33. What is justification?
Justification is an act of God’s free grace, wherein He pardoneth all our sins, and
accepteth us as righteous in His sight, only for the righteousness of Christ imputed to us,
and received by faith alone.

34. What is adoption?
Adoption is an act of God’s free grace, whereby we are received into the number, and
have a right to all the privileges, of the sons of God.

35. What is sanctification?
Sanctification is the work of God’s free grace, whereby we are renewed in the whole man
after the image of God, and are enabled more and more to die unto sin, and live unto
righteousness.

36. What are the benefits which in this life do accompany or flow from justification,
adoption, and sanctification?
The benefits which in this life do accompany or flow from justification, adoption, and
sanctification, are, assurance of God’s love, peace of conscience, joy in the Holy Ghost,
increase of grace, and perseverance therein to the end.

37. What benefits do believers receive from Christ at death?
The souls of believers are at their death made perfect in holiness, and do immediately
pass into glory; and their bodies, being still united to Christ, do rest in their graves until
the resurrection.

Upcoming Weeks Preview:

8/25 - God as Revealer Through Word
WSC 38, 42-44, 82 & Confession Ch 1 - of Holy Scripture

9/1 - Nature of Mankind and Fall Part 1
WSC 1-3, 10, 12 & Confession Ch 6 - Of the Fall of Man, of Sin

9/8 - Nature of Mankind and Fall Part 2
WSC 13-17 & Confession Ch 7 - Of God’s Covenant with Man



CHAPTER 11
Of Justification

1. Those whom God effectually calleth, He also freely justifieth: not by infusing
righteousness into them, but by pardoning their sins, and by accounting and
accepting their persons as righteous; not for any thing wrought in them, or done by
them, but for Christ’s sake alone; not by imputing faith itself, the act of believing,
or any other evangelical obedience to them, as their righteousness; but by
imputing the obedience and satisfaction of Christ unto them, they receiving and
resting on Him and His righteousness by faith; which faith they have not of
themselves, it is the gift of God.

2. Faith, thus receiving and resting on Christ and His righteousness, is the alone
instrument of justification; yet is it not alone in the person justified, but is ever
accompanied with all other saving graces, and is no dead faith, but worketh by
love.

3. Christ, by His obedience and death, did fully discharge the debt of all those that
are thus justified, and did make a proper, real, and full satisfaction of His Father’s
justice in their behalf. Yet inasmuch as He was given by the Father for them, and
His obedience and satisfaction accepted in their stead, and both freely, not for any
thing in them, their justification is only of free grace, that both the exact justice
and rich grace of God might be glorified in the justification of sinners.

4. God did, from all eternity, decree to justify the elect; and Christ did, in the fullness
of time, die for their sins and rise again for their justification; nevertheless they are
not justified until the Holy Spirit doth, in due time, actually apply Christ unto
them.

5. God doth continue to forgive the sins of those that are justified; and although they
can never fall from the state of justification, yet they may by their sins fall under
God’s Fatherly displeasure, and not have the light of His countenance restored
unto them, until they humble themselves, confess their sins, beg pardon, and
renew their faith and repentance.

6. The justification of believers under the Old Testament was, in all these respects,
one and the same with the justification of believers under the New Testament.


